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The Newsletter of the Canine Freestyle Federation, Inc. 
May 2014 

Paws to Dance 

  È 

IN LOVING MEMORY 
 

Sally Jane Kirschenman 
Beloved wife and mother, Sally Jane  
Kirschenman of Arlington, Virginia passed 
away on May 1, 2014 at the Virginia  
Hospital Center, Arlington, Virginia. Born 
in Ohio in 1937, she was a long time  
resident of Arlington. 
 
Sally touched the lives of many people and 
all were blessed to know her. Her charm, 
wit, beauty and personality brought smiles 
to all who knew her. She was loved and will 
be much missed. She is survived by her  
husband of 46 years, Frederick J.  
Kirschenman of Arlington, and by her two 
sons, Jay W. Kirschenman of Pearisburg, 
Virginia and Jerry A. Kirschenman, of Fred-
erick, Maryland. 
 
Sally has been involved with canine freestyle for many years.  She and her Old English Sheepdog  
Canterburyôs Indigo Moon, CDX are on the original CFF Sampler. Sally first showed Canterburyôs  
Indigo Moon at a CFF event in Alexandria, VA in October 2001.  Sally showed her Old English  
Sheepdog Seathwaiteôs Calamity Jane to titles in Level II in 2006, Level III in 2007 and Level IV in 
2008.  She also earned the High Artistic Score with her in November 2007 and had one leg towards her 
championship with a score of 82.5 in November 2009   She earned a Level II title on Seathwaiteôs  
Angel Unaware in November 2013 and was working on a Level III presentation.  Sally had taught  
obedience in the past and had been teaching canine freestyle at Capital Dog Training Club in Silver 
Spring Maryland for the past 5 years   In addition to canine freestyle Sally showed in obedience and 
breed. 
 
Sally was a CFF judge for all levels and had judged CFF events in Virginia, Tennessee,  
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Echoes From the Forum 
 

Florida and California.  She has served as CFFôs 
Recording Secretary since 2005. 
 
In her earlier years, she was a figure skating 
coach for Fairfax County, Virginia. This activity 
included choreographing competition programs 
for her students and developing show numbers 
for special events. Several of her former students 
have gone on to their own teaching careers in ice 
skating. She retired from this coaching activity at 
age 70. 
 
Sally made an anatomical donation to George 
Washington University Medical Center,  
Washington, D.C. In lieu of flowers, please do-
nate to the Cancer Research Institute. 
 
 

Concepts why do we need 
them? 

Topic author: jtennille  Subject: Concepts 
why do we need them? 
Can someone tell me why are the concepts im-
portant? They are not in the definition or the 
rules. Yes I use them but Iôm not certain others 
do. So if they are not being used why keep them 
é Freestyle is all about choice but donôt we have 
to have some kind of reason to do it or is it all 
whatever, whenever and howeer?!? 
Replies: 
Reply author: Ann Holder 
Today, I began teaching a brand new beginning 
freestyle class. The first thing I covered was my 
choice of concept for week 1. That happened to 
by: ñMovement of animals and humans can go 
é you know it, I donôt have to spell it out. We 
explored movement together as we began work-
ing on becoming a team and getting comfortable 
in the performance space using the pylons. We 
learned the reference positions, heel on left and 
right, come front and finishes in the technical 
part of the class. I start from week one talking 
about relationships and helping the new team to 
discover what a shape is, how it relates to refer-
ence positions, pylons, floor patterns and how it 
is perceived by the audience. We explored 
straight and curved lines in floor patterns as sug-
gested in Lesson 1 from the Performance Learn-
ing Center. Each team left with a homework as-
signment to create a simple phrase using a com-
bination of three lines, using both curved and 
straight lines which they had discussed and de-
cided that made the most interesting combina-
tion. They also created an opening shape and 
held their closing shape for a count of four. I 
teach a very structured class. I do not teach any 
tricks. I teach movement skills to build a move-
ment vocabulary. Although I did not give them a 

It is with great joy that we ask you to join 
us in wishing Brandy Clymire and Greg 
Jameson a long and happy life together 
after their marriage on May 3rd. Best 

wishes to you both!  
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 second concept per se, we used, ñEverything in 
the space has a relationship to everything else in 
the space.ò through our discussions and improvs 
with lines. By next week when it is printed in 
their lesson, it will already be a part of their un-
derstanding. This is the way I teach. It is the way 
I learned freestyle from Joan Tennille and it is 
the only way I know for me to bring these new 
teams along. I think it is the only way to truly 
understand the discipline and be successful. I do 
not think you can successfully teach nothing but 
skills, tricks and steps and truly create a freestyle 
routine that meets our definition. For those want-
ing only to provide entertainment maybe that is 
all that is needed. We are about dog work, show-
ing off the wonderful qualities of our dogs and 
the relationship we have with them. We must un-
derstand training, learn to read and trust our 
dogs, become a team with oneness and sharing, 
learn performance skills, use of the space, choic-
es to make for music, etc. It is a large body of 
knowledge that we need to master. The concepts 
provide a structure, a framework on which to 
build our experiences. I simply cannot compre-
hend how anyone teacher Canine Freestyle Fed-
eration classes without using the concepts. 
Reply author: SKirschenman 
I think the concepts are very important in teach-
ing and creating a program. They are the guides 
available to lead you through the process from 
just an idea to a finished work, they are the so-
called rules of the road or tools and they must all 
be used. If one of them is not used (motivation 
for example) the work falls flat. 
Reply author: gmitchel 
For me the concepts are crucial. Some give us 

ideas on how the dog and the team should move 

(Annôs example of forward, backward etc, and 

relationships of dog to handler and team to py-

lons), others help to organize the choreography 

(repetition, variation, etc.). Whether for a fin-

ished program or a class study, the concepts give 

us a structure on which to layer our movement 

vocabulary and the choices open to us become 

endless. Gaea 

copyright 2000-06 Canine Freestyle Federation, Inc. 

Joan Tennille Honored  
at the American Cavalier King Charles  
Spaniel Club National Specialty 

 

 This was her swan song as the chair of per-
formance activities for the American Cavalier King 
Charles Spaniel Club.  She went out with a bang with 
25 cavaliers in obedience and 45 in rally.  Then on the 
next day she was responsible for the first ever ACK-
CSC Agility Trial  This was an all breed show 
and there were 43 handlers with 72 cavaliers  
registered for 173 runs out of a total of 330 runs and 
there was a waiting list when the trial started.  Three  
cavaliers earned MACH titles at the trial. 
 Joan got back from the agility trial just in 
time to present her final report as the Chair of the 
ACKCSC National Performance Committee at the 
annual Club meeting.  Her closing act was to present 
the Chair of the ACKCSC Rescue Trust with a check 
for $ 990 from the just completed agility trial. The 
room gave her a standing ovation.  
  The ACKCSC club secretary then took the 
floor and said that in recognition of her 20 years of 
work on behalf of performance the club had estab-
lished The Joan Tennille Trophy for Excellence in 
Novice Obedience A, to be awarded at each ACK-
CSC National Specialty to the highest  scoring Nov-
ice A dog and handler team beginning in 2015 with a 
suitable take home memento.  The trophy was hand 
made by a member of the club out of Stressed Ma-
hogany in the form of an obelisk with an antique crys-
tal dumbbell on the top.  It has plaques for 20 win-
ners.   You could have knocked her over with a feath-
er.  Once again the room gave her a standing ovation. 
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Guild NewsðStaccato Notes 
Canis Major Guild  
by Julia Gregory 

 I am in the middle of a very rewarding  
beginning class being held at Family Pet Obedience 
School in Cumming, Georgia. The students are faithful 
in their attendance and clearly are giving thought and 
effort to their homework. The Learning Center is making 
all the difference to me, as a teacher. The structure  
provides the meat of the lesson and the work the students 
produce adds a different flavor at every class. 
 Sadly for us, and happily for her, Gaea Mitchel 
has moved away and into her new home in North  
Carolina. Her students miss her, but are  
continuing freestyle. You might meet Anita at  
Retreat, but Christian isnôt free to come. She has made 
the November titling event a goal.  
 Milo and I are looking forward to the reinstate-
ment of FEO (For Exhibition Only) at the National  
Titling Event. We hope this wonôt be the only opportuni-
ty to perform without the stress of being judged and still 
have the choice to return to regular competition.  
 It was with great sadness that we learned of the 

passing of Sally Kirschenman. She was a patient and 

creative dog trainer, a fine artist, a fair judge and a funny 

and kind person. We will miss her sorely. We can only 

imagine the sorrow her passing brings to her guild. We 

are holding you all in our hearts. 

 
 
 
 
 
            by Sue Osborn 
 

We are looking forward to the CFF 2014 Retreat in 
June to learn how to further improve the routines we 
are working on to use in demos in our area.  
 
I am just beginning to look at music to be edited by 
Jim Moore so I can take what I have been learning 
from my CFF mentor over the past several months 
and create the perfect routine. Debbie too has a CFF 
mentor who has been helping her with creative moves 
for her and Mayo. Right now they are working on 
adding exuberance to their routine. 
 
Once we have polished our routines to the point of 
presentation, we will be approaching local dog clubs 
and groups to offer demonstrations to encourage  
others to join us in our love of dog dancing. 
 
It is with great sorrow I will no longer be working 
with Sally Kirschenman as my mentor. Her loss is 
deeply felt. She was such an encouraging coach and 
right up to the end she was there for me, offering me 
words of wisdom, approval and encouragement. She 
was very dedicated and her absence from my freestyle 
journey creates a true void. 
 

 
 
 

Dare we hope that spring is finally here?  Since the last report, Guild members Brandy 
Clymire, Joan Tennille and Betty Swenson braved rain, sleet, snow, power outages, traffic 
jams and even an earthquake to make our way to Jacksonville to judge at the Florida 
Guildôs mid-February show.  Once there, we were rewarded with gracious hospitality, de-
lightful performances to assess, and beautiful, warm sunny weather! 
 

The Guildôs quarterly meeting was held March 16 at Capitol Dog Training Clubôs building in Maryland, with very 
good attendance.  We elected new officers:  Brandy Clymire and Kathy Noble, co-presidents; Carl Tennille, treasur-
er; Sally Kirschenman, recording secretary; Joan Tennille, training director; Betty Swenson, newsletter correspond-
ent.  There was discussion of the upcoming Retreat, the new Forum, and fundraising, including potential semi-
nars.  It has been decided to separate the Sirius Guild trial from that of the North Carolina Guild, and that North 
Carolina will host a trial this fall.  Following the business meeting, an excellent program on ówhat judges are look-
ing forô was presented by our guru Joan Tennille, using her Haiku cards. 
 
Most of our members are currently experiencing the joy of training and developing performances with new 
dogs.  Look for the fruits of these efforts at 2014 trials. 
 
Finally, good thoughts and (for those so inclined) prayers for those members facing assorted health challenges. 
 

by Betty Swenson  
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BCDTC Freestyle Team 
We belong to Brevard County Dog Training Club in 
Florida and are known as the Freestyle Team within 
the club. We feel very fortunate to belong to this 
progressive club because it offers many different 
classes, in addition to the common AKC puppy, 
obedience, rally and agility. Classes have been  
offered in treibball, nosework, flyball , freestyle, pet 
therapy preparation and tricks. Members have titled 
in nosework, flyball, freestyle and have become  
registered therapy dog teams. The clubôs philosophy 
is to provide many opportunities for members to 
train their dogs, with the understanding that not all 
dogs or handlers are interested or suited to AKC  
competition obedience.  
 
Our club is extremely fortunate to have a dedicated, 
knowledgeable instructor in Ann Holder and she 
began offering freestyle classes in 2010. Presently, 
she teaches weekly classes at the beginner and  
advanced level.  Our team started competing at CFF 
titling events in 2011 and to date our team has 
earned twenty-one titles. Members of our team have 
earned three high artistic awards and three Grail 
Awards for Teamwork. It is interesting that two of 
the dogs, a Chihuahua and a Beagle who earned 
these awards, would have been retired from  
competition if it were not for freestyle. Both dogs 
are very soft and noise sensitive and could not  
handle the chaos and demands of AKC trials and yet 
they love to learn and work.  Our success is due to 
three things: our club, our dedicated Instructor, 
Ann, and finally, our teams (dog and handler) who 
work very hard to develop the routines. 
We feel that it is very beneficial to be a freestyle 
team associated with a dog club for the following 
reasons.  The freestyle class is on the schedule of 
classes offered by the club so it carries the same  
importance as all the other classes. The members 
encourage us as we enter competition and cheer 
wildly during the brag session when we return be-
cause they know that we are representing them. 
That kind of support is tremendous.   
Certainly, the most valuable aspect of this  
relationship is a steady pool of people who show an 
interest in freestyle.   We strongly encourage others 
to try it.  
 

My Dog Likes the Way He 
Moves 

Musings of a Handler After a Surprising Performance 
by Gloria Faley 

 
My dog likes the way he moves.  Sometimes he likes to move 
with me.  There is something about a Freestyle seminar to  
inspire to show what your dog embodies.  Yes. There is an 
image of your dog in your mind.  The image of the dream dog 
gliding smoothly by your side is so wonderful.  Yes, the dream 
of it. 
 After walking through four musical pieces with my dog at my 
local tennis court several times, I brought my music, my dog, 
and myself to my instructor, my mentor, and my friend ï  
Barbara Long.  I can find several selections, but I really need 
another ear and another set of eyes on my dog to pick the final 
piece.  
 After watching my dog move to the music, a final selection 
was made.  Now,  for the hard part.  Taking a strip of 1:45 
music from 5:45 music and finding the movement in it.  How 
do I find the dance?  By taking movements that my dog likes 
to do and putting them together one second and one millisec-
ond at a time. Then, I get to tear it apart and try it again all 
over again.  And again, and again, and again.  
 This time I tried some improvisation with my dog while I 
choreographed. What did I learn?   My dog likes his 
tail.  Seriously, he thinks that putting a Yatzee flip at the end 
of a turn is hot.  I started calling it Teddyôs pageant walk. Itôs 
as if heôs saying, ñLook at my long sleek body and I have this 
cool tail tooò. 
 What else did I learn?  I am awful at change of pace.  Why?  I 
plod along. Teddy glides.  Plod or Glide. Teddy finds  
plodding quite embarrassing and will not trot by my side.  
 What to do?  Put Teddy in a sit/stay.  Walk the length of the 
floor.  Call Teddy.  Teddy loves to come. The faster he comes, 
the happier he is. Jump up and run down the floor.  And best 
of all, he doesnôt have to walk next to the plodding human. 
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Canine Freestyle Federation, Inc. Freestyle Titling Event 

NATIONAL RETREAT TITLING EVENT 

 

Sponsored by the Canine Freestyle Federation Guilds 
Friday, June 27, 2014 

Location: Winston-Salem Dog Training Club 
3800 Bethania Station Road 
 Winston-Salem, NC 27116 

www.wsdtc.org 
Performance space is 39 x 50 ft 

Ring is fully matted with permanent 3/4ò rubber mat 
(see diagram on following page) 

 

Mail all entries with fees to Show Secretary 
Susan Colledge: 3750 Midland Dr. #131, Roy, UT 84067 

 
Entries close at 6 p.m., Friday, June 6, 2014, at the Secretaryôs address after which 

time, entries cannot be accepted, cancelled, altered, or substituted. 
 

Complete premium available at www.canine-freestyle.org then click on the 2014 Retreat 
 
Entrants are responsible for obtaining the current CFF Regulations for Freestyle Competition (July 2009) and being familiar 
with them. To receive a copy, send a SASE and check or money order payable to CFF Inc. for $5.00 to CFF Inc., 818 Mar-
shall Dr., Paynesville, OH 44077 
 

One night practicing in the tennis court, we finished our routine to music to hear applause from the next court.  A group of 
women who were playing tennis stopped to watch us (probably trying to figure out what the crazy woman and her dog were 
doing) thought this dance was really cool.    I felt confident. They liked it. 
 Some practices with Barbara went well, others did not.  What did I learn?  Hands must become more supple.  Bless  
Barbaraôs patience.  Back to the parking lots, walking with my invisible dog over and over again.  Focus on hand  
movement.  While Teddy is watching me from the comfortable, air-conditioned car, a young child yells out ñWhat is that 
lady doing, mommy?ò.  What is that lady doing?  Some voodoo ritual. 
Testing out dance segments with guild members.  What did I learn?  A pause é there is such beauty in pauses, but there is 
such mystery in where to place them.    
Finally, the time came.  The trial.  Form submitted.  Premium paid. Music edited. The months of drawing, walking, training, 
listening, and watching have come down to 1 minute and 52 seconds.  I should have seen the omens over the preceding 
week and half.  They were there.  Teddy saw patients twice over that period.  Oh and he was quite the hit.  Teddy was quite 
sweet.  Touching paw to hands.  Touching nose to knees.  Patients love to touch Teddy.  His fur is like bunny fur.  Teddy 
loves  hands;  especially the hands of men.  Male hands are large and heavy and strong.  When male hands touch his fur, his 
eyes close and he slowly slides to floor.  Yes.  ñAnd now please my tummy too, Sirò.  This action elicits ñohs and awsò 
from surrounding humans. 
 Now the day of the trial is here.  At the end of one phrase, I give Teddy the signal for a spin.  This signal is similar to signal 
for roll on your back.  Mom, I think a roll is better here.  This is still improv, right?  Rolling on the ground in time with the 
music.  Arenôt I pretty, mom?  Look , mom, the people are watching.  Arenôt I lovely, Mom.  Mom?  Our carefully planned 
routine turned into a series of ñwell placedò roll over, wiggle on my back and look at the audience.  Are they watch-
ing?  Yeséthey areé let me roll again.  OIY!!!! 
 What did I learn?   I am still learning.   Learning to train.   Learning to read my dog.  He is not a static creature.  He is 

http://www.canine-freestyle.org
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Winston Salem Dog Training Club 
Trial Layout 

growing like I am.  He is exploring his movement as I ex-
plore how I place my hands. 
 The dream dog in my head is still there.  But, he is still 
dancing alone.  Not yet with me.  But, he returns at night to 
lie next to me to warm his back again my back.  Did you 
have fun, dream dog? I did. 
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Rosieôs World 

By LanburRosies Are Red, CD, BN, RE, 
THD, CFF lV CFF III-T, CFF II-B 
 

CFF Freestyle has opened a new 
door for me.  A friend made a video of my rou-
tine when I was practicing at the training center 
and mom sent the video to her friend in beagle 
rescue. An animal talent scout was looking for a 
beagle to do the new Trifexis commercial and 
momôs friend sent my freestyle routine to her. 
The talent scout was very interested in me and 
asked for some still shots to send to the client. I 
guess I have a portfolio now!  When mom asked 
about compensation and she was told that ani-
mals are considered props, not actors. I was so 
insulted ï a prop indeed! Well, the client chose 
me and we did two days of filming in Orlando. I 
had an ñactorò family and Nathaniel was my sev-
en-year-old little boy. Here is a picture of us get-
ting ready to shoot a scene in the park.  In anoth-
er scene, I had to run down the stairs with my 
ñactor dadò and we did about fifteen takes before 
the director said ñthatôs a wrap. ñ That was a lot 
of running up and down the stairs for me!  Mom 
was paid $650 for the use of her prop!!   
 
 
Now let me tell you 
about my big adven-
ture at the freestyle 
show in Jacksonville 
in February.  Mom 
wanted to try for a 
versatility award in 
CFF freestyle. She 
has the individual dog 
title and (thanks to 
me), she has the team 
title so she wanted a 
brace title to round out the trio. That means that 
Pande and I had to humor her. When mom is 
happy, weôre happy! Anyway, Pande and I have 
been working together on our brace routine but 
let me tell you, Pande can be a pain sometimes 
because she is so insecure and worries too much. 
She is downright NEEDY and mom spends a lot 
of time cheerleading Pande along. I keep telling 
Pande to enjoy life and smell the roses 
(personally, I like the stinkier stuff) but she 

doesnôt listen. One time during our practice mom 
was encouraging Pande along and I was being 
ignored so my nose took me off to explore new 
smells and then mom blew up at me. I got put in 
ñthe boxò and mom worked Pande by herself. 
Oops, I think I made a mistake! Here is a picture 
of what happened to me. Do you think I should 
be more like Pande? Nah, itôll never happen.  
But I am digressing; let me get back to the show. 
On Saturday, I earned my Level IV title with a 1st 
place. I think I shocked my mom because I de-
cided to do my BIG circles the way mom wanted 
them but I always did them smaller. She was 

speechless, he-he!  On Sunday, Pande and I (with 
mom, of course) earned our Level II Brace title.  
At the end of the show, it was announced that the 
brace won the High Artistic Award and the Grail 
Award for Teamwork.Pande and I were so proud 
because we were representing beagles every-
where! But I have to tell you that the best time 
came when we were back home and mom sat 
down in the big blue recliner with her feet up. 
Sassy was sleeping on momôs right side and Pan-
de was sleeping on the left. I curled up on my 
spot on momôs lap and went to sleep too. I felt 
mom prop her ipad against me so she could play 
spider solitaire. It just doesnôt get any better than 
that! 
Well, thatôs it from Rosieôs World. See you all 
next time. 
  

 


