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A New Dog Honored 
in the CFF Hall of 

Fame 
During the CFF show on Oc-
tober 8, 2005, a grand, new 
dog was inducted into the CFF 
Hall of Fame; CH, OTCH 
Pennrico Knollkrest Tugger, 
UDX, MX, AXJ, CWDX.  
Tugger was a unique dog and 
was one of the first dogs in 
freestyle to travel the country 
showing canine freestyle and 
building interest in our sport.  
He and his handler, Verne 
Foster, have always been out 
on the leading edge, promot-
ing canine freestyle. They 
were hard at work even before 
Tugger’s participation in the 
first AKC Invitational Obedi-
ence Championship in 1995. 
There, Tugger was one of the 
first canine freestyle demon-
stration dogs.  THANK YOU 
Verne for Sharing Tugger with 
all of us.  
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Up-Coming Events 
You won’t want to miss it! 

 

March 18 2006: Sirius Guild  
Show  
April 29-30 2006: First Florida 
Freestyle & Canis Major Joint 
Show  
23-25 June 2006: Semi-annual 
CFF Retreat, Felicite Lane Animal 
Sanctuary, Mebane, North Carolina 
This is a very special opportunity you won’t 
want to miss, so mark your calendar today to 
save the dates. The nation’s finest freestyle 
teachers and performers will be there, at your 
disposal , to help you and your canine teammate 
“kick it up a notch” and learn to enjoy freestyle 
even more. 
 
If you have an event you want to appear in this space,  
        simply contact the editor of Paws to Dance. 
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The CFF President has many responsibilities 
and  commitments. One of the most enjoyable 
responsibilities is the induction ceremony for 
the CFF Hall of Fame.  Over the years, it has 
been my honor and privilege to induct all of the 
Hall of Fame dogs with the exception of Claire, 
my own dog and Tugger, Verne Foster’s dog.  
An unexpected hospital stay prevented my par-
ticipation in Tugger’s Induction Ceremony at 
the October Show in Alexandria, Virginia.  
However, I did want to share with our members 
Tugger’s unique talents and his importance to 
the growth and development of our discipline in 
the sport of dogs. 
 
The Hall of Fame was established to recognize 
and to honor a specific dog and how his free-
style presentations have effected the growth and 
development of our discipline.  Individual 
members nominate the dog and the CFF Board 
determines final approval after  
reviewing the accomplishments of the nomi-
nated dog. 
 
I met Tugger and Verne in 1995 at the first 
AKC Obedience Competition.  Terri Arnold 
and I were requested by the AKC to coordinate 
a Freestyle demonstration for the event, and 
Verne and Tugger were one of the demonstra-
tion teams.  Their routine expressed the joy and 
delight they had in working and training to-
gether.  It was a celebration of dog work and 
they shared with others the wonder of their rela-
tionship.  There was a clarity and crispness to 
the constantly changing shapes as they moved 
through the presentation space creating visually 
pleasing designs.  Their image of one was ex-
pressed with imagination, innovation, and in-
vention.  This routine as well as others equally 
strong became the examples we used to  

structure the CFF rules and judging criteria.  This was 
also the place where our organization, The Canine 
Freestyle Federation was born.  Verne and Tugger’s 
presentation is included in the October competition 
tape.  They were a joy to watch then and I have many 
fond memories of this wonderful dog.  He was always 
ready to go and willing to give his all.  He believed he 
could accomplish anything he was asked. 
 
Thank you Verne for sharing this wonderful dog with 
us. 
                            Joan 
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      by Dawn Madge 
 

We are alive and well out 
here in the Wild West! 
Dances With Woofs Guild did a demo at 
Responsible Dog Ownership Day spon-
sored by the Rapid City Kennel Club 
and the AKC. It was great! Many thanks 
go to members Kay Bedeau and her dog 
Ice, Barb Olson and Derby, Barb 
Lampert and Karma, Art Lampert and 
Nemo, Peggy Behrens and Kayla and 
my girl, Holly. We had a good-sized au-
dience and for some it was the first time 
they had ever seen Freestyle. This was a 
perfect opportunity to see how our rou-
tines were progressing and to introduce 
the wonderful sport of Canine Freestyle. 
We also have some newcomers taking 
classes. We meet every Friday night. 
We are planning a Fun Day in Novem-
ber. We are beginning to plan for our 
third show, November 4, 2006. Come 
west ye dogs, come west!            

It has been quiet on the freestyle front 
here in Tennessee. Not long after the last 
newsletter came out we did participate in 
Dog Daze. This is a big dog celebration at 
a local pavilion where the farmer’s market 
is usually held. On our day, dog ven-
dors,breed clubs, rescues and sports clubs 
combine with the regular vendors to raise 
money to fund the local spay/neuter ef-
fort. The Obedience Club of Chattanooga 
provided our usual variety of dog sports; 
obedience, rally, agility and freestyle. The 
flyball team had to stay home this year. 
We raised a lot of money and had a lot of 
fun. Fay Taylor provided freestyle demon-
strations at the Chattanooga Kennel 
Club’s all-breed show in September. After 
that, many of our personal lives hit the 
fan. Down, but not out is our new motto. 
We had three teams preparing to compete 
in Alexandria and were not able to send 
them. So … it is with even greater relish 
that we look forward to our two spring-
time opportunities to celebrate freestyle 
with all of you in Rockville and Tallahas-
see. Beginning freestyle classes continue 
to be offered at Play Dog eXcellent and 
the Obedience Club of Chattanooga.  
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   by Julia Gregory 
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Guild News 
More Staccato Notes 

 . 
 

Sirius Guild 
"Where Every Dog Is A Star!" 
Verne Foster 
    
 Late this summer Ann Priddy resigned as 
the president of the Sirius Guild. I wish to thank 
her for the many years she dedicated to the Sirius 
Guild. Her resignation affords her a well de-
served break from executive duties for the com-
ing year. She continues to teach and mentor 
many Freestylers. 
 I have taken over her duties until the elec-
tion of new officers which will come this fall. 
Sirius Guild has a solid foundation thanks to Ann 
and many enthusiastic members. We are moving 
forward with the programs put in place. 

  First Florida  
  Freestylers Guild 
     by Gaea Mitchel 
First Florida Freestylers continue to meet to help 
each other with music selection for new members 
(and two who are moving to Level III.) Routines 
are tweaked, and new choreography begun. We 
had a session on proper execution of the serpen-
tine, thanks to Ann Holder. Unfortunately, Sep-
tember's meeting was canceled due to another 
hurricane. With our small membership spread 
across half the state, even though a storm may 
not directly impact all of us, each seems to take 
out a key member and often disrupts travel routes 
too. We took October off, since Ann Holder and 
Gaea Mitchel were judging in Alexandria. Now 
we are eager for November's meeting, where we 
hope to be able to pass along the fun and enthusi-
asm we shared at the CFF competition. 
 

 CFF has just accepted our application to 
hold our 5th CFF trial. It will be in Rockville, 
Virginia on March 18th. Mark that on your Cal-
endar. Last year’s event was a great success with 
many spectators and a large entry. Look for com-
ing announcements on the CFF web site.   
 Jim Barrett, our Demo coordinator, re-
ports about the Canine freestyle demo in Char-
lottesville Virginia  The 4th Annual Festival of 
the Dog in Charlottesville, Virginia, on sunny 
September 10th was a big hit. The Sirius Guild 
was represented by teams from the Richmond 
Dog Obedience Club's Freestyle Committee pre-
formed two sets of demonstrations under the 
shadow of Thomas Jefferson's Monticello. These 
teams included Joanie Brobst, and the Norwich 
Terriers, J.T. and Zilly (who was almost adopted 
several times), Mary Ann Massie, and the Dachs-
hunds, Cannon and Libbie (aka "P"), Carol 
Maupin and her Belgian Tervuren, Topper, 
Susanna Pathak, and her Rough Collies, Dash 
and Louie, and lastly (but not the least!), Ann 
Priddy and her Toller, Charm. Dave Brobst acted 
as the Music Man with an awesome sound sys-
tem! I acted as MC. The festival had about a 
dozen venues ranging from a canine chiropractor 
to a local dog daycare center. We were front and 
center, directly across the main walkway from 
the Olympic sized pool (which was opened up 
for doggy use right after each of our demos). So 
we had a good-sized audience each time - per-
haps 75 people. The audience reaction ranged 
from the usual smiles and  applause to two 
women who were quite intrigued and made com-
ments about the relationship of our freestyle to 
equestrian Kir.  
 Thanks go to Sammy Snacks Inc. and the 
City of Charlottesville for sponsoring this event 
and asking us to give our demos.  
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Holiday (or Any Day) Gift-giving for Freestylers 
by Julia Gregory 

 
Sure, we give each other gifts all year ‘round, but as the winter holidays approach, we really THINK about 
it. Here are some suggestions for special gifts that freestyle friends might enjoy. If you see something you 
really like, you might drop a hint or two. If you have a favorite that you don’t see here, email me! There’s 
always next year! 
 
Telscoping pocket pointer. Or better yet, maybe two. These take the place of the traditional dowel for 
teaching straight sits and laterals, but they are self-fading and can travel in your pocket during training ses-
sions.                                                                                         Continued on page 9 

                                     Many Thanks to a Faithful Friend 
                                                            by Julia Gregory 
 
If you’ve ever attended a CFF competition, you’ve seen him. Cameron Foster. He’s the “mountain man” 
behind the video camera. (I’m not certain they even have mountains in Ohio!) With his luxuriant beard 
coursing across his flannel shirt, he squints into the viewfinder and misses nothing. He catches every pivot, 
hop, lateral, back and wag of the tail. He zooms in on the happy faces of our canine teammates so that 
years later we can recapture the “mountain peak experience.” We can relive the moments when all our 
work fell together and we made the audience cheer or weep. (Maybe that’s what makes him a mountain 
man.) 
 
After his hours of work at the show are over, he goes home and begins the second part of his artistry. 
Hours in the editing studio produce what I can only consider to be a miracle. There are subtitles. The music 
is clear (did it sound that good while we preformed?). The close shots blend into the wide ones (did my 
dog really look that good?). AND I have my choice of tape or DVD! 
 
Now, to top it off, I discover that all the routines at major CFF events, to include the very first four per-
formances (Celeste Meade, Dee Dee Rose, Janice DeMello and Terri Arnold)  choreographed by Joan Ten-
nille for the Cycle Classic in Memphis,. TN in October, 1993, have been artfully arranged in our archives 
and carefully saved on DVD. Perhaps, each of us could offer him a smile and a heartfelt thanks the next 
time we see him to support the gratitude expressed in the letter from the Board that you see below. 
 
Dear Cameron: 
 
All of us on the Board of the Canine Freestyle Federation want to thank you for your continued support of 
CFF. 
 
When we see you behind the camera at one of our events, we see not only a friend, but an artist as well.  
Your work is  outstanding and greatly appreciated. 
 
Thank you  for converting the tapes of our earlier demonstrations and events DVD .  Our history is impor-
tant to us and we appreciate the time and effort you spent on this project. 
 
Sincerely. 
Sally Kirschenman 
Recording Secretary 
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CFF Show Results 
8 October 2005 

Alexandria, Virginia 
 

Level I 
First Place: Jan Mayr and Applegarth's Wandering Minstrel, Border Collie 
Second Place: Linda Solano and CH Warburton Heart and Bones, Whippet 
Third Place:  Deborah Joyce and CH Serendipity Jubilant Dreams, Miniature Poodle 
Fourth Place: Nancy Sanders and Signatures Chance, Belgian Sheepdog 
 
Level II A  
First Place: Jeff Neuman and CH Signatures Blue Moon River, Belgian Sheepdog  
                               and a new TITLE 
Second Place: Nan Marks and Sally, Labrador Retriever 
 
Level II B  
First Place: Pepper Guzman and Fanfair's Date with Fate, Shiba Inu 
 
Level III  
First Place: Kristin Sicotte and Kel Simoon Felaou, Azawakh  and a new TITLE 
Second Place: Joell Silverman and Edgar Allan Poo, Poodle 
Third Place: Jeanine Brown and Trapper, Brittany 
 
Level IV  
First Place:  Mary Jane Zarnowski and Wil-mar's Yankee Clipper, Norwegian  
                               Elkhound 
Veterans 
First Place: Betty Swenson and OTCH Wildfire's Wrong Trousers, Border Collie 
 
President's Artistic Challenge Trophy for Highest Artistic Score    
Kristin Sicotte and Kel  Simoon Felaou, Azawakh 
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They have 
two left feet! 
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WANTED: A person who is familiar 
with dog publications who is willing to 
coordinate CFF Retreat publicity with 
those periodicals. Such a person should 
quickly contact Fay Taylor at  
            geofay@bellsouth.net. 

Folk Wisdom for Freestylers 
 
Recently, a dear friend (with whom I wrangled Girl Scouts for six years) sent me some words of 
advice. I was amazed at how many of these gems provide guidance for those of us struggling with 
dogs, choreography, music and attire. Try some on for size! Julia Greogry 
 

Life ain’t about how fast you run, or how high you climb, but how well you bounce. 
 
Life is simpler when you plow around the stump. 
 
Words that soak into your ears are whispered … not yelled. 
 
You cannot unsay a cruel word. 
 
Every path has a few puddles. 
 
Most of the stuff people worry about ain’t never gonna happen anyway. 
 
Remember that silence is sometimes the best answer. 
 
If you find yourself in a hole, the first thing to do is stop diggin’. 
 
If you get to thinkin’ you’re a person of some influence, try orderin’ somebody else’s 
dog around. 
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What is an Adjudicated 
Match? 

by Fay Taylor and Julia Gregory 
 
And why should we care?  Well, let’s start with 
the “what.” An adjudicated match is a CFF event 
during which trained CFF judges offer construc-
tive remarks in response to a dog/handler team’s 
performance. No score is computed. No place-
ments are given. The handler should come to the 
match with as complete a routine as possible. It is 
permissible to bring a “work in progress”, but 
preliminary choreography and edited music are 
preferable as they will provide the handler with 
more complete and valuable feedback. The han-
dler should dress in competition attire. 
 
Here’s what my adjudicated match experience 
might look like. There are five people sitting at 
the judges’ table. They are two judges, two 
judges’ scribes and a tally scribe. The judges’ 
scribes write down the judges’ remarks during a 
performance so that the judges never have to take 
their eyes from the team working in the perform-
ance space. The tally scribe checks off required 
movements as the team performs them. This per-
son also times the music with a stopwatch to 
make sure it falls within the time set by the rules. 
I have already turned in my music on a compact 
disc to the music steward. I have informed that 
person what my signal to begin will be. I wait 
outside the ring until the ring steward tells me 
that I may enter. From this time I have 10 min-
utes to prepare, perform and consult with the 
judges. If I like, I may ask the ring steward to 
alert me to the passage of time. For example, if I 
want to restrict my preparation time to three min-
utes, the steward will tell me when this amount 
of time has passed. 
 
I should take some time to accustom my dog to 
the space as it is at this moment. We may have 
worked together here before, but the combination 
of furniture, people and smells are different to-
day. I walk or trot my dog around in each direc-
tion. I study the light. Are there sunbeams from a 
window that I should walk my dog through be-
fore we begin? Will my signals be clear and un-

threatening in the light available? I play with my 
dog to let him know that this is a happy place. I 
may have food at this time. I can walk through 
part or all of my routine, with or without my dog. 
I may use food or toys. I get my dog’s attention. 
 
Although food and toys maybe used at an adjudi-
cated match I prefer to surrender food and toys to 
the ring steward. I may carry one piece of food, 
but I will not feed it until after honoring the audi-
ence at the end of our performance. I enter the 
performance space, honor the judges and take our 
opening shape. I signal the music steward to be-
gin. My partner and I perform our routine, ending 
with our closing shape. The crowd goes wild. I 
honor the audience. Now I have the choice of 
leaving the performance space as I would in a 
competition or staying with my dog to work or 
play until the judges are ready to talk with me. 
 
NOW I MUST BE PATIENT and give the 
judges time to gather the notes their scribes took 
during my performance into coherent thoughts 
that they can communicate to me. This won’t 
take long, but it may seem to be quite a length of 
time. When the judges are ready, they call me to 
their table, and we sit and chat. They tell me all 
the beautiful things they saw as my dog and I 
worked together to make an image of one. They 
also make suggestions for improvement. If time 
allows, I may ask questions at this point. Under 
no circumstances should I ever ask, “Does this 
outfit make me look fat”? 
 
So why should I care about an adjudicated 
match? After all, it’s nothing but practice. Re-
member what your mother said that practice 
makes? You already know that you can’t see 
yourself perform. Video is flat and doesn’t give a 
completely true-to-life image of your work. Even 
if you have five of the best freestylers on the East 
Coast watching you train, their perception may 
have dimmed from familiarity. Take the opportu-
nity to achieve excellence that every adjudicated 
match provides. You’ll have the services of 
trained CFF judges at your disposal. Their only 
goal will be to help you shine during your next 
competitive performance. 



���������	
���

����
�


 
Gifts, continued from page 5 
 
Poop bag bag. These must be made. It’s a small, zippered, mesh bag for laundering lingerie. Sew on 
a length of tape or ribbon at each upper corner and add Velcro at the free ends for fastening around 
crate wires, bag chair arm or car seat head rests. Stuff these full of your favorite plastic poop bags 
and always have them at the ready. Ann Holder made these for the goodie bags at the First Florida 
Freestylers Guild’s first show. I have loved mine and could use three more, one for each car. Oh, 
what do I use for poop bags? Why my empty bread bags, of course. They’re already paid for! Knock 
out the crumbs before you store them or they’ll mold 
 
Dog treats. Store-bought or homemade are always appreciated. Especially cherished are the ones so 
delicious that a working dog will do anything for them. 
 
Show-style slip lead. These are perfect for taking the dog who dances naked to and from the per-
formance space. I didn’t know how much I needed one until I had one. These are much easier than a 
buckle collar to operate with trembling fingers. 
 
Cones. School supply stores (and Walmart) sell these for playground use. Some people prefer the 
short ones called “soccer cones”. You’ll need eight at a time to mark out a performance space. 
 
Measuring tape. This goes nicely with the cones to set up a practice space in short order. Naturally, 
the tape should measure up to 50 feet. If these are too bulky for your taste you can try a version of my 
baling twine tape. Cut 50 feet of baling twine, string, ribbon or whatever you have (preferable inex-
pensive) that won’t tangle easily. Mark the tape at 20 feet, 25 feet and 40 feet. Now you can mark the 
ends and middles of both sides of the performance space without reading a lot of numbers. 
 
Gift certificate for music. A great store for this is FYE (For Your Entertainment). If you don’t have 
that particular one in your community, see if any other stores allow you to listen to the first part of 
each track of a CD before you buy it. That’s why FYE is so great for freestylers! 
 
Collection of Music. If you’re handy with the CD burner, create a collection of music you think your 
recipient would like for his or her dog. If you know the dog’s tempo you can customize the collection 
so that all the rhythms will be right. If you don’t know the dog’s tempo, put a metronome on your 
own list. 
 
Training Notebook. If your recipient already keeps a training notebook, this is still a good choice in 
case another is needed for a new dog or a new sport. If the person doesn’t keep a training notebook, 
the encouragement to start this good habit is a bonus gift from you. Instructors find these handy as 
well. 
 
Books. Always a great choice. Here are some that were suggested to me. Thank you Ann and Greta. 
On Talking Terms with Dogs: Calming Signals by Turid Rugaas 
Competition Obedience: A Balancing Act by Judy Byron and Adele Yunck 
Smart Trainers, Brilliant Dogs by Janet R. Lewis 
Building Blocks for Performance by Bobbie Anderson 
The Other End of the Leash by Patricia McConnell 
Positively Ringwise by Patty Ruzzo (this is a CD) 
 
Most of these are available at J and J Dog Supplies, http://www.jjdog.com/ 
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The Editor’s Corner 
by Julia Gregory 
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You might be a freestyler if on a trip 
to New York City with friends you 
suddenly stop on a street corner to tap 
your foot to a street band exclaiming 
"Wait I think this music fits Graffiti!" 
 
Linda Solano 
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 I’m amazed at how easily this is-
sue has fallen together. I had some great 
contributions from non-dog friends that 
I hope you’ll enjoy.  
 
Do please take note that the article on 
the adjudicated match is specifically to 
help you picture yourself participating 
in the one scheduled for the Retreat in 
June of next year. You’ll never have a 
better opportunity to get feedback on a 
routine than at this match. Such a match 
provides an atmosphere of acceptance 
and assistance in which you can really 
improve your dog work. Hope I’ll see 
you there! 
 
I wish you all a fulfilling holiday sea-
son. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In response to a question regarding the 
use of Martingale collars at events, a deci-
sion was made that they are permissible. 
 
CFF has  been asked if competition judges 
must be approved by the parent group 
(CFF). CFF like the AKC must approve 
the judging panel and the vehicle for do-
ing this is the application to hold an event. 
 
The decision was made that the Past 
President of CFF shall serve as an ex-
officio member of the board without a  
vote. 
 
The Gold Coast Guild is planning to hold 
a match.  The Board has offered to make 
available adjudicators to critique a video 
of this event. 
 
Dances With Woofs Guild in South Da-
kota has tentatively scheduled their show 
for November 4, 2006. 
 
The CFF website is undergoing exciting 
changes. Watch the web for a new look … 
coming soon. 
 
WANTED: A person who is familiar with 
dog publications who is willing to coordi-
nate CFF Retreat publicity with those pe-
riodicals. Such a person should contact 
Fay Taylor at geofay@bellsouth.net. 
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Dues are $ 25.00  Please renew today! 
  (The date in the upper right corner of the mailing label on this 
     newsletter indicates when your present membership expires) 
                                   
Name(s)_____________________________________________________________ 
  
Address _____________________________________________________________ 
  
       _____________________________________________________________ 
  
Telephone ______________________  E-mail ______________________________ 
  
        Please make checks payable to CFF, Inc and mail to  
                    Brandy Clymire, Membership Chair 
                    10603 Seven Oaks Drive 
                    Spotsylvania, VA 22553 
                                   
In May 1998 CFF files an Application for Recognition of Exemption under 501(c) of the Internal 
Revenue Code with the IRS.  The IRS granted CFF's request in 1999 as exempt from federal in-
come taxes.  CFF dues are not deductible for federal income tax purposes as a charitable contribu-
tion.�
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         Canine Freestyle Federation. Inc. Annual Election 
  
No additional nominations were received to the slate of candidates presented in the August 2005 
newsletter.  The Constitution and By-laws read "The election shall be by mail ballot from among 
those nominated. Please take the time to mark your ballot and return it by December 31, 2005.   
Your must use the original ballot below with your mailing on the reverse side.  Households with 
multiple members may duplicate the ballot as necessary but must include the original ballot with the 
mailing label. 
  
                      Please mail ballots to: 
                        Sally Kirschenman 
                        Recording  Secretary 
                        5743 N. 16th Street 
                        Arlington, VA 22205 
                                   
                                   
     President ____ Joan Tennille                 Treasurer ____Carl Tennille 
  
 
    Membership Chair  ____Brandy Clymire       Director  ____Nancy Smith 
 
    Director _____Fay Taylor   

2006 CFF Annual Dues Notice 
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FIRST CLASS MAIL 

CFF, Inc. 
c/o Julia M. Gregory 
222 Parks Road 
McDonald, TN 37353 
 

CFF Board of Directors 
 
President  Vice President       Treasurer              Recording Secetary  
Joan Tennille  Jeanine Brown       Carl Tennille              Sally Kirschenman 
14430 Overlook Ridge Lane 12 Gatlin Court       14430 Overlook Ridge Lane   5743 N, 16th Street 

Beaverdam, VA 23015 Durham, NC 27707         Beaverdam. VA 23015            Arlington, VA 22205 
804-883-1174               919-489-0013       804-883-11774             703-536-7450 
CTennille@aol.com jajb@nc.rr.com       CTennille@aol.com             skirsch122@verizon.net 
 

Membership Chair Director         Director              Director 
Brandy Clymire  Ann Holder         Nancy W. Smith             Fay Taylor 
10603 Seven Oaks Drive 945 Indian River Drive    3018 Pinewood Ave.             809 Fairmont Avenue 
Spotsylvania, VA  22553 Cocoa, FL 32922        Baltimore, MD 21214             Signal Mountain, TN 37377 
dogsdncng@aol.com rxdogs@aol.com        nsmith@dhr.state.md.us          geofay@bellsouth.net 
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