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New Judges’ Score Sheets 
By Gaea Mitchel 

 

 Late in 2015 Kristin Sicotte, as our 
Judging Chair, proposed changes to the judges’ 
score sheets.  These were previewed by the 
judging committee, current judges,  and the 
education committee, and a few minor 
adjustments made. They were “test driven” 
alongside the then-current judges’ score sheets 
at the Titling Event in Florida in April 2016, and 
approved for use going forward.  The new score 
sheets were fully implemented at the 
April/May 2016 Event in Ohio.  

While there are no actual changes to 
the rules, each area of the score sheet now lists 
the essential elements that judges look for to 
fulfill the definition of that specific Level in 
performance. This gives the judges a consistent 
framework for considering all those elements, 
for better or worse, before assigning numeric 
scores in each area. When the exhibitor studies 
the score sheet at the end of the event, it gives 
a more thorough explanation of the judges’ 
evaluation of the performance, improving 
communication and understanding of the 
outcome. After the Ohio Event comments from 
the exhibitors and the judges were largely 
positive. 

Under Training, the emphasis is on using 
reference positions to express the intent of the 
performance, rather than to execute precise 
“to the millimeter” positions and angles. Use of 

the space requires the handler to understand 
the strengths and weaknesses of locations and 
directions in the space, and use them to show 
the dog to best advantage. 

Teamwork involves oneness; the team 
rather than two individuals, moving smoothly 
and naturally (organic movement.) The 
human’s job is enhancement, and both 
members of the team should be engaged 
(interactive attention.) Balance between them 
involves the shapes and energy of the 
movement. 

Choreography requires structure; a 
beginning, middle and end. Using the 
Choreographic Concepts informs the blending 
of movements into a smooth and natural 
whole, using repetition, contrast and 
transitions. 

Music scores emphasize rhythm at the 
lower levels, and at the upper levels must be 
suitable for creating movement artistically and 
creatively. 

The performance score is based on the 
overall finished product. Judges will look for 
evidence of the relationship between dog and 
human, with trust and respect that goes both 
ways. Imagination, invention and a sense of joy 
should prevail. 

You will find the new score sheets on 
the website; look in the Members Area, 
Members Only Links, Judging Sheets for 
Competitions. Take a look to see exactly what 
judges are expecting to see for performances at 
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each Level and in each of the categories for 
evaluation. (The designations to be marked are: 
W (weak), S (sufficient) and E (excellent). Under 
Canine Freestyle Resources in the Members’ 
area you may also download the current Rule 
Book, as well as the Definitions and Concepts 
that are central to understanding our discipline 
and the rules.  

I hope you will go to the website and 
become familiar with the resources available to 
guide your DogWork journey. And I hope to see 
you and your partner at a celebration of 
DogWork in the near future. 

 
It is an honor and a privilege to 

announce that we have four new certified 
Introductory Level DogWork instructors. Joan 
Tennille has soldiered on to train Janet Dayton, 
Leila Widgren, Brandy Jameson and Julia 
Gregory , and they have completed all the 
requirements to become Master Instructors. 
Congratulations!  
 In addition, Janet and Leila have 
received training as DogWork judges, approved 
Augthrough Level III. Again, Great Work!  And 
to all four of you, thanks for stepping up to 
serve the sport. 



Guilds are being asked to plan major 
event dates (especially titling events) two years 
in advance. The later date (second year) may be 
listed as tentative.  



 Kristin Sicotte, chair of the Retreat ’17 
committee, could use some help, especially in 
the area of PR. If your talents lie in this area, or 
if you just want to be part of an important part 
of our sport, contact her at 
kdammen@yahoo.com.  
 

 
  

Report of the Nominating Committee 
The nominating committee was chaired by 

Dee Wallis, with Ann Holder and Gaea Mitchel. 
 

The slate for elections is: 
Vice President and Events Chair 
 Michelle Meloy   (NC) 
Communications Chair 
 Amy Reinhart   (FL) 
Education Chair 
 Joan Tennille   (VA) 
Guilds Chair 
 Betty Swenson   (VA) 
 

We would like to thank each of these 
candidates for her willingness to serve 
our organization and our sport. 
 

Nominations from the floor will be 
accepted by the recording secretary 
(Ann Holder) until 1st October 2016, and 
must be accompanied by a note of 
acceptance from the nominee. (email is 
acceptable.) Ballots will be included in 
the November Paws to Dance. 
 

Respectfully submitted, Dee Wallis 
 

From your Editor’s 

Cluttered  

Desk 

mailto:kdammen@yahoo.com
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Certified or Certifiable? 
By Julia Gregory 

 

Over the fourth of July weekend, I was 
honored to have been invited to join Brandy 
Jameson in Beaverdam, Virginia to become 
certified as an introductory CanineFreestyle 
DogWork® instructor. We had made a stab at 
completing the work on-line and still it 
seemed simpler to us (and to Joan) to 
converge on the House of Toddy and “git ‘er 
done.”   

Summer is a cruelly busy time of year 
for me since I work as a day camp counselor. 
I enjoy the work, but at my age, it leaves me 
with little time or strength for anything else. 
Our arrangements for travel and two days of 
class were made in the spring and by the time 
I arrived at the Tennille’s, the details were 
fuzzy in my mind, so I was not unduly 
alarmed when there was no one home. I 
supposed I had arrived earlier than I had said 
and Joan and Carl were away on some last-
minute, hospitable errand. My dogs and I 
took advantage of the cool, rambling trails 
through the neighborhood woods until we 
heard the crunch of gravel that announced a 
car in the driveway.  

Carl hurried toward me, apologizing 
profusely for his absence. He had just, he 
said, spent the day at the hospital with Joan! 
She had been beset that morning with 
symptoms that, while not immediately life-
threatening, were too worrying and 
persistent to prudently ignore and so away 
they went. The next words out of Carl’s 
mouth were, “But don’t worry, we have it all 
figured out how to teach the class.” I simply 
nodded, open-mouthed and followed his 
directions; my mind trying to keep up with 
developments. Sometimes the Tennilles live 
faster than I can keep up with. 

Brandy flew in late that night, having 
experienced some weather-related travel 
challenges herself. Next morning, we 
embarked on our somewhat unconventional 

class format.  Brandy and I had material to 
read and an assignment to craft a portion of a 
beginning DogWork class, each for the other, 
teach it and video the whole process for 
Joan’s later examination. Then we would 
have a telephone conversation with Joan (in a 
hospital bed, remember!) to continue. It was 
at this point that I had occasion to wonder if 
we were all stark raving mad to go on with 
this, but the Tennilles had a secret weapon, 
yet to be deployed. 

It seems that all the while that Carl 
Tennille has been checking scores, walking 
dogs, charging oxygen machine batteries and 
managing the finances of several dog-related 
organizations, HE HAS BEEN LISTENING! As 
Brandy and I approached each new step in 
our unorthodox learning experience, Carl 
would spend a few minutes gently going over 
the salient points and making sure we had 
the correct information in mind to 
successfully complete our task. It was a little 
later, as we heard the EXACT same phrases 
emerging from the telephone speaker in 
Joan’s voice, that we realized that Carl is a 
darned fine DogWork instructor himself! 

Spoiler Alert! To cut to the chase, 
Brandy and I did complete the certification 
class successfully. Joan came home from the 
hospital and we have all lived happily since 
then (I still don’t know about ever after). 
However, there is one more telling anecdote 
that I’d like to share if you’ll indulge me. 
Upon first seeing the shape this two-day 
learning extravaganza was to take (and 
because I knew that she would want to know 
about Joan’s medical incarceration), I called 
my beloved sister (and your newsletter 
editor) Gaea to apprise her of the situation. 
She laughed and said, “If anyone can teach 
remotely from her hospital bed, it’s Joan! I 
can just see the nurse come in to check vitals 
and Joan lifts a hand and says ‘Not now. I’m 
teaching.’” On Joan’s second night in hospital, 
Brandy and I accompanied Carl to visit with 
her in person after dinner. We settled in to 
exchange some pleasantries (so I thought) 
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whereupon, Joan adjusted her bed to a more 
upright position, put on her glasses, pulled 
out her iPad and proceeded to teach an 
hour’s class!! During that time there was a 
nurses’ shift change. (You guessed it!) As two 
nurses entered the room to debrief, Joan 
paused in her explanation to Brandy and me, 
raised her hand, took a breath and then (as 
she later confided to me) thought better of 
her initial reflex and instead said, “Welcome! 
Come in and let me introduce you!” Now that, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, is artistry! May it 
please God that I may ever be able to fudge so 
well in the performance space. 

Thank you, Joan. Thank you, Carl. 
Thank you, Brandy. This sport as well as your 
tutelage and friendship have made me a rich 
woman! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Guild News 
 
North Star Notes Guild 

 by Kate An Hunter 

 
Keeping cool has been the first order of 
business this summer. Jeanine and Kate An are 
finishing their certification for teaching Canine 
Freestyle Dogwork. Kate An is teaching an Intro 
class at Active Dog Sports Training and is 
thrilled to share what we do with new folks. 
The class includes a nice variety of breeds 
including a Border Collie, a Greyhound and two 
Newfoundlands! Kate An shared some of 
Curry's skills with 120 grade school children as 
part of their local Safety Camp. After learning 
and practicing how to safely approach dogs as 
part of Dog Bite Prevention, Curry entertained 
the children with a short demonstration of his 
moves. 
 

 
Curry and Kate An at the swimmin’ hole 
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Sirius Guild                         
By Betty Swenson 

 
  It has been a quiet few months in the 
mid-Atlantic. Classes continue at Capitol Dog 
Training Club & at The House of Toddy. We are 
exploring options for a seminar to help raise 
funds for our next titling event. Marian Hardy's 
Ping had cataract surgery this spring & at last 
report is doing well. Joan is feeling better after 
some health issues precipitated by an 
abscessed tooth (!), and will be presenting 
August through October another mini-series of 
four workshops, this one centered on The Art 
of Tweaking. Anyone interested in attending 
should contact Joan. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The Art of Tweaking 
Crafting the Level III and IV Presentation 

 

Presented by Joan Tennille 
 

August 27: Inspirations and Motivation 
September 18: Building the Level III Performance 
October 8: Making Movement Talk 
October 29: Sharing and Celebrating 
 
4 sessions 10:30-3;00 with lunch break 
4 Session Package $175     
Single Sessions $50 audit or working 
Location: The House of Toddy, Beaverdam VA 

 
Contact ctenille@aol.com 

 

 

First Florida Freestylers 
Guild  

By Amy Reinhart 
 

The First Florida Freestyle 
Guild meeting was held on June 18th in Cocoa, 
Florida.  We had quite a turn out, some members 
traveling hours to attend, which is always wonderful 
to see.  We were surprised when our Instructor, 
Ann (although we shouldn't have been) stated we 
were going to work on "In The 
Moment" improvisation.  We had teams that would 
exit the facility, another member would randomly 
draw a concept and intent for those teams to work 
with individually.  WOW was it interesting to see 
the different interpretations, movements, ideas, 
etc.  As always, the inputs from our Guild team 
mates brought it all together. 

Other exciting news, we are applying to 
sponsor a trial on March 18 and 19, 2017 in Cocoa, 
FL.  Most of our members have their music, some 
are still searching.  No matter the level of freestyle 
training, we are practicing basics as often as 
possible (for some weekly, for some twice a month) 
and as Ann said at training today after she "worked 
us hard", we need to start building that stamina for 
the trial performances.  She's right and we love her! 

 
 
 

 
 
 

You Really Know It’s Hot When: 
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Carolina Canine Freestyle Guild

 
By Gaea Mitchel 

 
 The June guild meeting was well attended, 
with the business centering around plans for our 
November Titling Event, scheduled for November 5-
6 in Winston Salem, NC. There are so many details 
to cover; determining who will be available for set-
up all the way to cleaning at the end and returning 
everything to the way we found it. Thankfully we 
have many willing hands to make the load light. The 
premium will be available the first of September, on 
the website coming events page. 
 Plans are also being made for run-throughs 
at the Event site, Winston Salem Dog Training Club, 
on September 17 from noon to 5PM. This is a great 
opportunity to introduce a green dog (or even a 
Veteran) to the actual venue. (We’ve all know a dog 
that sees scary things that no one else see, don’t 
we? I’ve lived with a few!) 
 Dee Wallis continues to head the monthly 
DogWork classes at Durham Kennel Club, with 
support from Barbara Long and Trish Koontz. 
Several regulars at those classes are working toward 
entering the November Event. Barbara and Trish 
each have classes also, and we hope some of those 
students will be ready also. 
 I know it’s been a long, hot summer for 
everyone, and in North Carolina we have done our 
share of trying to entertain dogs while avoiding the 
worst of the heat. The picture below is of my Lyra, 
preparing her Puma Pounce while playing tag with 
Dee’s grand-dog Quincy.  (photo by Dee Wallis) 
 

 

Why I Love DogWork! 
 

 Awhile back the question went out, “why 
do you love CanineFreestyle DogWork®?” The 
answers were varied, and as space allows we will 
revisit some of them. We would love to add more 
answers, and so would love for each of you to send 
your responses to gemitchel@earthlink.net. After 
all, it is your newsletter! This time we hear from 
Janet. 
 

For me in a nutshell it is the creativity/creative 
aspects of CanineFreestyle Dogwork.® 
I like it all from picking music and the editing 
process to where to put a movement or shape on 
the floor. And I get to do all of this with my dogs. I 
like the thought process of all of it. 
Also, I like seeing teams develop. I like catching that 
moment when they become a team, when they 
connect, when the artistry kicks in. I like that feeling 
with my own dogs.  
I hope this satisfies what you were looking for. I 
thought about it during the week and I knew you 
didn't want a book. So it came down to that one 
word--creativity. 

 
  

DogWork Titling Event 
November 5-6, 2016 

hosted by 

Carolina Canine Freestyle Guild 
In 

Winston-Salem, North Carolina 
 

The In The Moment class will be offered 
on Saturday, Nov. 5th. Come joint the fun! 
 
Premium will be available on the 
Federation website early September. If 
you prefer a hard-copy premium, call  
850-933-7435. 
 
Discounted rooms at La Quinta are 
available now. Book early; there are a 
number of events in the area that 
weekend. 

mailto:gemitchel@earthlink.net
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CANINE FREESTYLE FEDERATION 
  RUN-THROUGH REGISTRATION 

 

Saturday, September 17, 2016 

12:00 B 4:00 P.M. 

At Location of the November Titling Event 

Winston Salem Dog Training Club 

3800 Bethania Station Road, Winston Salem, NC 27106 

 

$10 for each 10 minute time slot – Make Checks Payable to Carolina Canine Freestyle Guild 

 

No Registration on the Day of the event.  To register, mail this Form & check by September 10, 2016: 

 

Dee Wallis 

6000 High Bluff Court 

Raleigh, NC 27612 

 

For questions: call 919 345-2036, or write to deewallis@aol.com  
 

We will accommodate schedule preferences as much as possible.  Be sure to bring your music, on a 
thumb drive or iPod.  We need your help to keep things moving on schedule, so please volunteer. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Name:                                                                      

 

Dog name:                                     

 

Phone Number:                              E-mail address:                                            

 

Number of Run-thrus desired:             @ $10 each; total fee enclosed:              

 

Any Schedule preferences:                                                   

 

Available to Volunteer? Y/N:          - task preference:                                                                 

 

mailto:deewallis@aol.com
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Paws to Dance 
c/o Gaea Mitchel 
489 Dulcimer Ln 
Waynesville, NC  2878 
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Coming Events 
 

Art of Tweaking      Beaverdam, VA     Aug27, Sep18, Oct 8 & 29 
Titling Event     Winston-Salem, NC      Nov 5-6, 2016    (Runthrough Sep 17, 2016) 

Train, Create, Celebrate!!    Purina Farms, Gray Summit, Mo    June15-18, 2017 
 

Federation Board of Directors 
 

President  Vice President  Secretary  Treasurer  Membership 
Brenda Jameson  Susan Colledge  Ann Holder  Carl Tennille  Janet Dayton 
4300 Morning Place  3750 Midland Dr #131 945 Indian River Dr  14430 Overlook Ridge Ln 818 Marshall Dr 
Sarasota FL 34231  Roy UT 84607  Cocoa FL 32922  Beaverdam VA 23015 Painesville OH 44077 
heypresto@verizon.net scolledge@digis.net  rxdogs@aol.com  ctennille@aol.com  jadayton@oh.rr.com 

 
Education   Judges   Guilds   Communications 
Joan Tennille   Kristin Sicotte  Kerri Elfvin   
14430 Overlook Ridge Ln  2705 Briar Ct SW  1245 Riptide Blvd  position vacant 
Beaverdam VA 23015  Rochester MN 55902 Jacksonville FL 32250  
ctennille@aol.com   kdammen@yahoo.com nonwhuffo@att.net   

FIRST CLASS MAIL 
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