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Mentoring with Joan 
By Debbie Crain 

 
 I have been mentoring with Joan for 
about two years now. I thought I would share 
my experiences with everyone. First off I LOVE 
working with Joan. However my expectations of 
mentoring were a bit different than Joan's. 
What a surprise! My expectation was that I 
would do some work, send Joan a video, she 
would give suggestions, I would work on those 
suggestions, and I would end up with a 
wonderful performance. Anyone that knows 
Joan knows that this was an insane idea. She 
does not want to give you a program that you 
practice, polish, and present. Joan wants you to 
learn by doing. She wants you to learn the 
basics of DogWork and choreography. She 
wants you to understand the concepts and 
EARN your title. 
 In the beginning Joan suggested a 
concept and an intent and asked for an improv. 
I had no idea what she wanted. I think she 
asked for “in and out”.  I couldn't figure out 
how we could do “in and out” unless I had a 
box to go in and out of. We were off to a rocky 
start. Luckily Joan likes to talk and I like to 
listen. After a few more videos, improvs, and 
lots of talking on the phone we were finally 
getting somewhere. We hadn't even started on 
a program yet but Mayo and I were starting to 
work better as a team and that was very 
helpful. Working with Joan sometimes feels like 
you're not getting anywhere, but over time, 
when you look back, you can see a difference.  
 Sometimes the mentoring can happen 
through email, but it's very difficult. The best 
way seems to be to have something to work on, 

send a video, and then get on the phone and 
discuss it while you both look at the video at 
the same time. YouTube seems to work well for 
us, as a private viewing, so that no one else can 
see my mistakes. When we get on the phone 
together, we both queue up the video in 
YouTube, and can then discuss what we are 
seeing at a particular timestamp. Joan has so 
many ideas it’s hard to get them all down on 
paper, so I've learned to write quickly. Of 
course it all makes lots of sense when we’re 
talking about it, but when I go to put it into 
action it’s a little more difficult. Again, Joan 
wants me to learn so her suggestions are rather 
vague. That can be frustrating but it pushes me 
to work all the harder. 
 Mayo and I are really working well 
together now, but I still struggle with 
choreography. I think it’s that literal, science, 
brain that’s getting in the way. I've got the 
beginning of a performance worked out right 
now. But the middle is proving difficult. More 
filming, more talking with Joan, and it should 
come together. I know my favorite thing about 
DogWork is learning to do something very 
different from what I’ve done before, and it’s 
so much fun to do it together with my best pal 
Mayo. 
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New Website on The Way! 
 
The Federation website will have a new look in 
the very near future.  We are working hard on 
finishing the new site and going live in the next 
few weeks.  We have been working with a web 
design firm to update the look and usability of 
the site. The Learning Center will also be 
undergoing an update and may not be 
immediately available.  We will extend the 
Learning Center subscriptions into the next 
year to make up for time lost. 
 
A couple of new features: 
    1.  Single sign on for all areas.  You will be 
able to access the member pages, a new forum 
(unfortunately the proboards forum could not 
be integrated into the new site), and the 
learning center with one sign on.  Judges and 
Board members will also have access to areas 
specific to their needs. 
    2.  We have initiated a blog!  There will be 3 
or 4 blogs already up when we go live.  If you 
have ideas on topics for the blog and are 
interested in writing, contact Cinda Verbin and 
she will consider your submissions and guide 
you through the process.  Contact her 
at director4@canine-freestyle.org. 
    3.  Guilds can edit and manage their own 
guild pages!  An assigned individual from any 
guild can add information on specific events or 
happenings in their area.  Wordpress is quite 
easy to use and a useful content management 
system for web sites.  Any guilds that have 
someone that might be interested, please 
contact Brenda Jameson at president@canine-
freestyle.org 
 
We hope to roll out the site about the time this 
newsletter comes out or shortly thereafter so, 
be on the lookout.  
  
Brenda Jameson 
 
 
 

Why Do You Train Your Dog? 
 
Sometime before the end of the summer or 
early fall the Federation will be launching our 
new website which among other things will 
feature a Blog section.  This section will be a 
place for our members to share with one 
another our knowledge, experiences, and 
stories and why we are so passionate about this 
wonderful sport we call DogWork. 
In thinking about ideas for this Blog, Ann 
Holder, a Federation Board member and long-
time instructor within our organization came up 
with the great idea of asking our fellow 
members the question “why do you train your 
dog?”  She already asks this of her beginning 
students in her Freestyle DogWork training 
classes. 
So we would love to know your answer to this 
question so we can share it with others in our 
new Blog when it launches.  It will be 
interesting to see what different experiences 
have led our members into the world of dog 
training.    Please send your submissions to my 
attention, Cinda Verbin, Blog Administrator, at 
cindasverbin@hotmail.com. Be sure to include 
your name, which guild you belong to, and the 
kind of dog(s) you are training.  Submissions 
can be short and sweet but should be no longer 
than 500 words.  Humor is always appreciated. 
 
Cinda Verbin, Sirius Guild 
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We Love DogWork! 
by Kelly Schulte & Broken Oaks Dobby Carl 

 
Dobby was just around a year old when he and 
I were first introduced to CanineFreestyle 
DogWork®. We entered unknown training 
territory with naivety and lack of gracefulness 
to a kind yet firm instructor with great 
expectations for us. These last two years have 
become an amazing adventure and truly a 
blessing in disguise. The sport came up a lot in 
my medical school interviews. Interviewers 
observed me come to life as I raved on about 
its goal of displaying your dog’s best features 
through a joyous yet obedient discipline. They 
then asked why I train my dog. I responded that 
it was highly rewarding to watch the effects of 
one’s hard work and dedication first hand.  
 

 
July 2013 – Our first CFF “routine” 
 
DogWork enabled me to bond with Dobby 
more than I ever anticipated or dreamed of. 
Who knew a dog could be so willing to learn 
and eager to please me? We made quite the 
dynamic duo! Together, Dobby and the sport 
gave me the self-respect and self-confidence I 
never knew I was missing. I am so grateful to 
share the love and live entertainment Dobby 
embodies with the DogWork community.  

As I don the little CFF paw pin on my white coat 
throughout medical school, I will cherish the 
wonderful memories and hope to share my 
ever-growing love for the sport.  
 

 May 2015 – Our first title! 
 

 

North Star Notes Guild 
is hosting a 

CanineFreestyle DogWork® 
Titling Event 

September 26-27, 2015 
La Crosse, Wisconsin 

 
Come join the Celebration of DogWork 

We welcome exhibitors, judges, volunteers and 
spectators! 

For more information, contact  
Kate An Hunter            kateanhunter@aol.com 

 

mailto:kateanhunter@aol.com
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Rosie’s World 

By Lanbur Rosies Are Red  CD, BN, RE, THD, 
CFF lV,  CFF IV-B, CFF II-B,  CFF III-T 
 
Well, I haven’t heard from The View or the Today 
Show so I’m going to pursue other endeavors and 
this will be my last interview. I figure it’s their 
loss, right? Today I’m going to be talking to Ann 
Holder, my DogWork instructor. We know each 
other very well and she likes me a lot. I have 
heard her say many times, “There is only one 
Rosie!” How true that is – but why does she roll 
her eyes when she says it? Miss Ann will be 
sharing her experience as a Federation instructor 
in helping multiple dog teams put together a 
routine. 
Rosie: Miss Ann, is there a big difference in 
working with multiple dogs and handlers? 
Miss Ann: I have to thank the Beagle brace and 
the Giant Schnauzer/Beagle team for teaching me 
what I know about multiple dogs in a 
presentation. They have each contributed flair, 
dynamics and invention as well as strong 
personalities, stubbornness, over-exuberance and 
non-cooperation to the mix. 
Rosie: I would like to point out to everyone that I 
was an important part of each of those teams and 
I am sure that I was the one who contributed 
flair, dynamics and invention! 
Miss Ann: Rosie, it really isn’t all about you! 
Fortunately for me, both handlers in the team are 
excellent dog trainers with a similar work ethic, 
willing to invest the time and work in training 
their dogs. Multiple dog teams require everyone 
to have the same desire to meet regularly to work 
out the fine details.  It is not possible to pull off a 
good team presentation when a member or two 
miss practices, fail to train, or cannot control 
their dogs adequately when working together.  A 
constantly missing team spells doom.  With a 
larger team of 4 or 5, you might have the luxury 
of having a spare team that can learn all the 
positions and fill in anywhere at a moment’s 
notice but that is rare indeed. 
Rosie: That is not a problem for us dogs. We are 
always ready to go to class to work. Our moms 

are spending time with us, we get to ride in the 
car, and we get TREATS! Life is very good. 
Miss Ann: Yes, Rosie, I know you are always 
ready for anything! Filling the role of instructor 
for a team or brace presentation is a new 
challenge.  Instead of looking at a team of two 
partners with the focus on the dog you now have 
a team of three partners in a brace, or in a team 
four or more partners, but the focus still needs to 
remain on the dogs.  All dogs move differently, 
carry their heads and tails differently, express 
animation differently and the handler/s must be 
aware of these differences.                                                                                                               
Rosie: I like to work in a team presentation 
because I get mom all to myself. In a brace, I have 
to share her with Pande and then it’s not all about 
me! And let me tell you, Pande has a very 
different work ethic. 
Miss Ann: Working multiple dogs together 
requires a lot of preparation.  The handler and 
instructor need to be aware of the personalities, 
strengths and weaknesses of each dog.  Every dog 
is different—not necessarily better than the other 
or worse than the other.  To combine them in one 
presentation requires that they have 
considerable experience working in harmony 
with each other and the handler.  If there is 
jostling for a favored position, pushing the other 
dog out of the way, crowding, lagging behind, 
moving more slowly or faster—all these things 
throw off the balance and the brace or team is not 
perceived as unified.  It is easy for a bright, high 
energy, pushy dog like you, Rosie, to completely 
overwhelm a shy, less confident dog like Pande.  
Correcting one dog can also be a problem.  The 
handler’s tone of voice can affect both dogs even 
though the correction was meant for only one.  
Finding a happy medium that captures all the 
good things and minimizes the troubles requires 
handlers, instructor and class mates to share in 
the critique and construction of a presentation.   
Rosie: Miss Ann, I’m smart and I know when I 
can be pushy and when I need to become 
“invisible,” Have you seen how big Ziva is? You 
don’t want to mess with her! Sometimes Miss Lee 
gets mad at Ziva, grabs her mustache and yells at 
her. I think, “note to Rosie – stay out of Ziva’s 
way!” 
Miss Ann: A brace or team requires many choices 
to be made.  Music is a big choice. There must be 
a middle ground of beats per minute that 
accommodates all dogs involved at one time or 
another.  For the upper levels of competition, 
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there must be musicality and dynamics that can 
be used to feature each dog individually or all 
dogs together.  This can prove to be very 
challenging if the dogs differ in size and stage 
presence.   The handlers must all agree with the 
music choice. Individuals perceive and hear 
music differently.  Using music cues for phrasing 
requires that handlers “hear” what is happening 
in the music.  It may require time and many 
practices until the handlers perceive the music in 
a similar fashion.  In some cases, that may never 
happen and so one handler will have to step up 
and initiate most cues. 
Timing is a big challenge.  One can carefully lay 
out the choreography based on the strengths and 
intents of each team but it takes many hours of 
practice to work out the timing, presentation 
spaces and directions of travel for the teams.  
Rosie:  Wow! You are so right about music. Pande 
and I are about the same size and we have a 
similar gait so if a piece of music works for one it 
will work for the other.  Unfortunately, Pande is a 
senior citizen now and sometimes she can’t keep 
up with me. But she tries hard. Music for Ziva and 
me was a problem ‘cause we are so different. Like 
I said, I don’t mess with Ziva so when mom and 
Miss Lee picked music that was more suitable for 
Ziva, I was fine with that. They actually used a 
medley of several songs to get something that 
worked for me too. 
Miss Ann: Positioning is critical.  Can both dogs 
be seen?  Is one team overshadowing the other?  
Are the skills balanced so one dog is not the star 
and the other patiently standing by in the wings?  
Too much togetherness with both dogs doing the 
same thing can become predictable, boring and 
rigid.  Too much separation can prove difficult to 
watch all teams at the same time and may not be 
caught on video because of the distance between 
them. 
Rosie: I know the pylons are important, but you 
are always bringing up the teams’ positioning in 
relation to the pylon when  Ziva and I are 
working. Mom and I are on one side of the pylon 
and Miss Lee and Ziva are on the other.  I also 
hear you tell mom to slow down my turns as it 
takes Ziva a lot longer to get that big body 
around. I’m glad I don’t have to carry all that 
weight around – I bet it’s hard on the joints! 
Miss Ann: Well, Rosie, thanks to the Beagle brace 
and your team I have learned much about 
multiple dog teams. I am even working on my 
own Poodle brace. I am learning, from a handler’s 

perspective, what the challenges are in working 
two dogs. 
Rosie: Miss Ann, thanks for talking to me. You are 
the” bestest” instructor mom and I could ever 
have. 
 
Well folks, that’ all from Rosie’s World. Signing off 
for now. 

 

 

DogWork Gathering 
 

We come, learners all  
Easy smiles, old friends. New!  
We wonder, hope shimmers  

Canine partners so true.   
 

A teacher enters, a new line  
Crispness right through 

The intention, perceiving  
We rise, honor too.   

 
Teams abuzz, greet a challenge  

Shape! Organic! Our molds.  
Partners' eyes, ears, tails guide us   

Now movement's our gold.   
 

How to craft, how to fly  
First flights messy, keep the fun!  

Rhythms. Teams flow sweetly  
With our hearts new wings spun.   

 
Connection, work, oneness  

Teams floating on trust.  
The training, choreography  

Space filled with stardust. 
 

Trish Koontz 
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Guild  News 
 

First Florida 
Freestylers Guild 

Amy Reinhart 
Having completed our first ever 
CanineFreestyle DogWork® 

Titling event in Cocoa, FL on Mar 21 & 22, we 
were full of energy, ideas and feedback at our 
recent Guild meeting.  We experienced a sense 
of getting back to the basics, for everyone, at 
every level.  We practiced specific phrases, in 
Obedience Style initially and then let our team 
creativity flow with the DogWork version.  
What a difference and how interesting it is 
what you learn from simply going back to the 
basics and all of the teams different 
movements, shapes and flow. 

We continue to train on various days 
and at various levels but the Guild meeting in 
June gave us all the opportunity to get together 
and provide input, feedback, suggestions and 
support to all of the members.  Oh, I forgot to 
mention, we’re all helping each other with 
music selection, a hot issue for all of us right 
now.  We’ll figure it out soon as we look 
forward to our next DogWork Titling event in 
March of 2016. 

 

North Star Notes 
Kate An Hunter 

It’s been a busy season for our guild. 
Three of us travelled to Ohio in an RV for the 
North Coast Guilds show in April. It was a fun 
trip with good friends and dogs and we came 
home with a title for each of us. 

Our monthly guild meetings continue, as 
we look forward to our upcoming show. The 
titling event will be held September26 and 27th,  
in La Crosse, Wisconsin. We hope to see 
everyone there to show and to volunteer. 

Kristin shared a DogWork Sampler at a 
local training school and shared the joy with 
some prospective new guild members. 

North Coast Canine Freestylers 
Bridget Telencio and Janet Dayton 

 We had a grand slam titling 
event here on the North Coast in May. Four 
new titles were earned by NCCFG. Starting the 
lineup were Cindy and Ike earning their CFF I 
title.  Next up were Bridget and Lava followed 
by Diana and Bunny.  Janet and Rain were up 
last and brought everyone home.  All three 
teams earned their CFF II titles. A total of seven 
new titles were earned. Thanks to the North 
Star and Carolina guilds for travelling to Ohio. 
All NCCFG guild members pitched in and helped 
along with our family members and friends. 
Thanks to all for your support.  

We started a new beginner class in May 
with 3 students.  Students and guild members 
participated in the Evening of Sharing after the 
completion of the beginner class. The Evening 
of Sharing is when students and guild members 
invite family and friends to watch performances 
of a phrase or routine.  We had a lineup of 13 
participants and performed for an awesome 
audience.   It was a true Celebration of 
CanineFreestyle DogWork®.  
We did a demo for Working Dog Weekend at 
Lake Metro Park’s FarmPark in June and have a 
demo planned for the UCP of Greater Cleveland 
in July. 
We hope each of you is enjoying a happy and 
safe summer.    

The North Coast Team 
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Sirius Guild 
Betty Swenson 

 It has been a quiet summer so far, 
with members preparing performances for our 
upcoming titling event in November.  We also 
have run-thrus scheduled at the trial site on 
September 13.   
 

Mark Your Calendars for the Upcoming 
Federation Titling Event 

 
Titling Event:  Sirius Guild is pleased to 
announce its upcoming titling event for 
Saturday, November 7 and Sunday, 
November 8, 2015, at Colonial K9, 30 Big 
Spring Lane, Stafford, VA  22554 
(www.colonialK9.com).  So be sure to hold 
the date and stay tuned for further 
announcements and premium 
listing/registration procedures when the 
new and improved Canine Freestyle website 
launches (www.canine-freestyle.org).  

 

Run-Thrus: 
Sign up now for 
run-thrus for 
the titling 
event which 
are scheduled 
to be held on 
Sunday, 
September 13 
from 1:00 – 

4:00 p.m., also at Colonial K9.  Contact Show 
Secretary, Cinda Verbin at 
cindasverbin@hotmail.com if you plan to 
attend. Fees for the run-thru will be $12.00 
for the first ten-minute session that you sign 
up for and $10.00 for each ten-minute 
session thereafter and can be paid for at the 
door. 

Trophy Donations:  Donations for trophies 
will be accepted until October 10, 2015.  If 
desired, awards may be made “In Memory of” 

or “Dedicated to” or even in “Celebration of 
your current partner”.  Please specify details 
and make your check payable to the Sirius 
Guild. Send trophy pledges, trophies, or 
donations to Betty Swenson, Trophy Chair, at 
5904 Ridge Road, Richmond, VA 23227.  E-
mail Betty at bswenson@bettyandjim.info if 
you have any questions. 

 
Hotel Reservations:  You can also make your 
hotel reservations now for the titling event at 
the Best Western Aquia Plus where 
arrangements have been made for a room 
block fee of $85.00/night (pet fee is waived 
for this room block).  The hotel address is 
2868 Jefferson Davis Highway, Stafford, 
Virginia, 22554.  Phone: 540-659-0022 (best 
number to call) or 800-780-7234. Be sure to 
mention you are with the Canine Freestyle 
Federation room block to get this rate.  The 
hotel is two stories and all rooms have direct 
access to the parking lot.  High speed internet 
and hot breakfast are included in this fee.  
The hotel is approximately 5.3 miles from the 
competition venue (about 8 minutes). 
Reservations must be made no later than 
October 16th to receive this rate.  If you would 
like a list of other pet-friendly hotels in the 
area contact the Show Secretary, Cinda 
Verbin at cindasverbin@hotmail.com.   
 
Help Make This Event a Success by 
Volunteering: It is said that exhibitors make a 
show, but it is the volunteers that make it 
happen and many hands make for light work 
and fresh ideas and sense of community. If 
you would like to volunteer to help for any 
aspect of this event or would like further 
information, contact Volunteer Co-Chairs Nan 
Marks at njmarks1@aol.com/703-927-4392 
or Sharon Kirby at 
myslk4114@gmail.com/202-338-9144.  No 
role is too small or insignificant – and all 
volunteers will be greatly appreciated.  Feel 
free to recruit friends or family members to 
help as well.  

javascript:void(0)
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Canis Major Guild 
Julia Gregory 

 
 
 
 
 
A small but earnest group traveled from 
Tennessee and Georgia to take part in the 
Seminar in Winston Salem. It was a wonderful 
experience for all concerned, from a seasoned 
team to one that has had only one class. All 
enjoyed the weekend, and the dogs proved 
themselves to be willing and creative partners. 
 

Carolina Canine 
Freestyle Guild 

Trish Koontz 
 

Seminar with Kristin Sicotte 
 

The third weekend in July in Winston-
Salem, North Carolina, a gathering of Canine 
Freestyle Federation folks created a ripple of 
fun, of trust, of teamwork, of JOY in the 
universe! The seminar with Kristen could not 
have been any better. Teams and auditors, 
teachers and learners, newcomers and old hats 
alike, we all grew and expanded. Inspiration 
was the name of the game as we explored 
choreography and the lovely intricacy of 
concepts in our sport. 

Saturday 
dawned hot as a 
firecracker but the 
temperature was no 
match for the level of 
enthusiastic energy 
inside the Winston-
Salem Dog Training 
Club. Not only did we have Kristin to guide us 
with all of her experience, wisdom, and 
creativity, we were so fortunate to also have 
Joan with us. It was a moving piece of 
teamwork to watch the two of them with heads 

bent close and hearts meshing as they worked 
throughout the lunch break on Sunday to find 
individual music for each team's concluding 
presentation. But I get ahead of myself.  

 
Saturday we 

journeyed through 
concepts and conception 
and choreography and ... 
But, wait. You know how it 
goes in our sport; all roads 
interconnect and all roads 
have rhythm and all roads 

lead back to the heart. Perhaps some of us 
didn't know all that and some of us may have 
forgotten (me, for one) the intensity and the 
inspiration inherent in those magical 
interconnections but over the course of the 
weekend we discovered and 
rediscovered that anew. We 
moved forward with fresh 
eyes and new resolve to delve 
deeper into the movement, 
into the craft, into the magic.  

It was a delight to see 
Kristin facilitate so much 
growth as she both challenged 
and nurtured each team to 
stretch their boundaries again 
and again. As always, there was the amazing 
Federation paradigm of group support and 
honest feedback shimmering in the space every 
time a team took the floor. No one fails to fly 
with gifted teachers and a room full of people 
helping you craft your wings. Kristin modeled 
the best things about our sport over and over.  

On Sunday, we had our tools and Kristin 
opened with an unspeakably moving few 
moments. She handed us the stardust with 
which to sprinkle our tool belts. She led us to 
see that the room with filled with absolute 
trust. She kept us in our hearts as she steered 
us through a model of crafting choreography, 
team by team, but ever a group. 
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What if? What 
if? What if? Do you 
have any idea how 
many sentences can 
begin with those two 
words and did you 
know you can fly over 
the moon on wings 
made of WHAT IF? As 
the light in the 
performance space 
became ever more purified on Sunday, the dogs 
leaned in to their humans, accepting their new 
understanding with grace. I think there must 
have been some chuckles among them as they 
compared what it was like to have their human 
partners finally get it. "Gad, I've told her a 
million times, 'Moving is fun, just watch me. It's  
easy!' Huh. You think she finally gets it?" ;-) We 
all marveled anew as each team concluded the 
weekend moving joyfully in the space, 
transformed in so many ways.  

That night 
when I got home 
from the seminar I 
was very tired but I 
know from 
comparing notes with 
many others that we 
were each more 
excited than anything 
else. On Monday 
when I got up I just 

couldn't wait. Even before breakfast I wanted 
to taste a bit of the magic again. I did 
something I've been meaning to do for quite a 
while; I shoved the furniture back against the 
walls in my dining room to create a big space. 
My Doberman Boon was following at my heels. 
I gave myself a shake off from the moving and 
turned to face Boon. He stared at me for a 
moment with great intensity, then he started to 
slowly move around me. Was that a grin on his 
face? The invitation was as clear as a bell as he 
moved in a soft curve and pulled me with him. 

Much gratitude to Kristin and Joan and 

the Federation and all the people and dogs who 
created an incredible 
seminar. I know that 
many who couldn't 
come would love to have 
more finite details but, 
after all, it's all in the 
movement, and you just 
had to be there. SO. 
Don't miss the next 
gathering!  
 
 

 

Trackers of the Kalahari 
 
Do you ever find references to freestyle 
cropping up in the darnedest places? I have 
another compartment to my life that I never 
thought would intersect with freestyle. I’m 
striving to become a more accomplished 
naturalist and better mentor for those seeking 
to connect with nature. To that end, I’m 
attending monthly weekend-long experiences 
that include learning skills such as friction fire, 
shelter construction, bird language and 
tracking. To prepare for the tracking weekend, 
we were encouraged to watch a movie called 
“The Great Dance, A Hunter’s Story”. On the 
very opening screen appear these words, “/XAA 
is the word for DANCE in the !Xo language of 
the Kalahari and also means to REVERE, or to 
show ONENESS.” Is this resonating for anyone 
else yet? Well, the deal was clinched for me 
when the subtitles under the footage of the 
tiny, wrinkled brown man who had just tracked 
down a cheetah and taken its kill read, 
“Tracking is like dancing because your body is 
happy … when you do this you are talking with 
God.” These are the Sun Bushmen, sons and 
daughters of the First People and somehow, 
they’ve been in the pink bubble … a lot. It left 
me with a lot to think about. 

Julia Gregory 
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Instructor Certification 
 
 The end of May I was honored to 
receive an invitation to attend a training 
program geared toward Federation certification 
as an instructor of Introductory Classes. This 
came about as a result of the Board’s decision 
to build a base of key instructors to support 
expansion of our membership. Without 
consistency in the presented material, our 
sport will become un-judgeable. It is essential 
that students be taught all four of the facets 
necessary to meet the definition of the sport.  

1. Movement as a technical skill, 
demonstrated in three reference 
positions 

2. Performance; to express movement 
artistically 

3. Choreography; to design and organize 
movement with the music 

4. Training positively to work as a single 
entity, creatively and artistically 

We must all work from the same page in the 
playbook, so that 
students learn the 
choreographic concepts 
and how to apply them 
to fulfill the definition 
of DogWork. 
 In addition to 
Joan Tennille, Ann 
Holder and Kristin 
Sicotte were accepted 
by the Board as Master 
Mentors, and we were 

fortunate to have all three involved in this 
seminar. Each of them will move forward to 
begin certifying Introductory instructors in their 
areas. Attendance will be by invitation only. 
 Beaverdam VA was the location of this 
first seminar, the first weekend in August. 
Students in attendance were Trish Koontz, 
Barbara Long, Dee Wallis and Gaea Mitchel. We 
learned some basic methods for helping those 
new to DogWork to feel comfortable in the 
presentation space, and to help them begin to 

move with their dogs. We learned the value of 
presentation heelwork as a warmup and an 
opportunity to assess the individual teams’ 
technical strengths and weaknesses. Each 
participant chose a concept, crafted a phrase, 
taught it to the rest of the group, then gave 
some commentary on the results relative to 
artistry. Then came improvs, with the entire 
group discussing their impressions of the 
movement. Sound familiar? It’s the same 
format that is (or should be) the basis for every 
DogWork class. 
 We will be developing our own lesson 
plans to submit in the next week or so, and 
hopefully each of us will have learned enough 
to qualify as certified instructors. Plans are for 
this type of certification to expand all the way 
to the upper levels, so that DogWork can grow 
and spread in a way that helps students be 
successful at all levels. 
 Thank you Joan, Kristin and Ann, for 
putting together this instruction and giving us 
the opportunity to further our understanding of 
DogWork. Specific information on the “nuts 
and bolts” of teaching a class will make me 
much more confident as I teach my next group 
of beginners. In addition, I think I can speak for 
everyone in attendance; it was a demanding, 
insightful and totally delightful weekend with 
DogWork friends!  
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Join the Fun!! 

 

Guild Team Challenge 

 

 
WHEN?  

July 8th, 2016 Celebration Titling 
Event 

 
WHERE? 
 Purina Farms, Gray Summit, Missouri 
 
WHAT? 

A Team Presentation is two or more 
dog/handler teams working in harmony with 
each other. 

Each guild is invited to enter a Team 
Presentation in the Titling Event to be held in 
conjunction with the Federation Celebration: 
Train, Create, Celebrate!  

If you have a Breed Specific team you 
may enter and complete against the Guilds. 

Each Guild or Breed Specific Team 
entry will be eligible for a special award. 
Come and show your Guild spirit! 

 

 
 

Shop ‘til You Drop! 
 

The following items are available from the 
Federation’s shopping site.  
 

Shirt Happens! 
Shown below is the graphic on the new CFF tee 
shirt.  100 % cotton (shrinks a little on the first 
washing in cold water).   Available in medium, large, 
extra large and 2X, in blue.  The shirt is $25 plus 
postage and packaging of $ 3.50 for a total of $ 
28.50.  The shirt can be ordered directly from CFF 
by emailing Carl Tennille at ctennille@aol.com 
include your credit card information, or snail mail an 
order to CFF 14430 Overlook Ridge Lane, 
Beaverdam, VA 23015 with a check or credit card 
data.  The CFF web site should be updated shortly 
to allow for ordering directly from it.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Coffe Mug with Logo 
$8.00 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Water Bottle (BPA-free) 
$8.00 
 

mailto:ctennille@aol.com
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Paws to Dance 
c/o Gaea Mitchel 
489 Dulcimer Ln 
Waynesville NC 28786 
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